
More than 30 percent of California high school students will drop out. Up to 40 percent of those
attending college will quit before earning a degree.

California taxpayers are spending $65 billion a year on a public school system that is failing our
students and threatening our economic future.

Instead of providing a balanced education that includes rigorous academics, hands-on learning and
career technical education (CTE), today’s educational policies focus on testing and a rigid band of required
college-prep classes — a “one-size-fits-all” approach that isn’t working. Uninspired students are leaving
school. Essential skills aren’t being taught. Tomorrow’s workers aren’t being prepared for good-paying jobs.

Skilled workers built California’s economy — workers who were trained in math and science and
equipped with the vocational skills that were once a vital part of a well-rounded education. But today,
vocational education is in rapid decline, with fewer students enrolled in CTE courses than when Governor
Schwarzenegger took office in 2003.

Without skilled workers, California will surrender its leadership in aerospace, energy, biotech, computer
engineering and other innovative technologies, and lose its edge in construction, agriculture, healthcare,
transportation and other vital areas.

To guard against economic decline, rebuilding CTE in our schools is essential. For this to happen,
policymakers must:

1. Protect the meager CTE funding that now exists

2. Invest a larger portion of tax revenue from business and industry in CTE
programs that train potential workers for these businesses and industries

3. Restore CTE programs to 1987 levels as Prop 98 funding increases

The time for rhetoric and minor educational reform is long past. For the sake of our students and
California’s future, it’s time to get real about education.
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