GetREAL Policy Positions

During California’s Economic Crisis

M Protect CTE Dollars From Being Spent on Non-CTE Programs

Funds specifically devoted to Career Technical Education should not be transferred to
non-vocational programs like home-to-school transportation, special education or other
non-CTE activities. K-14 CTE funding should be kept separate from all other educational
expenditures in its own Categorical account. Any cuts or shifts of these CTE dollars should

remain within this CTE Categorical.

H Expand CTE Programs as New Revenues Become Available

Simply funding “more of the same” in the current educational system will have little
impact on our stagnant economy. Any increased educational revenues derived from any
tax increase proposed to help balance the California’s budget should devote a significant
portion toward structural reforms that reinvigorate CTE. Such structural reforms could
include a 2-year high school CTE graduation requirement, as proposed in SB 672 (Torlakson)
during the 2007-08 Session, or grades 9-10 CTE foundational program support, as
envisioned in AB 1414 (Hancock) of the 2007-08 Session.

B Invest New Business Tax Revenue in CTE

If new “service taxes” on certain industries are imposed to help address the state’s deficit,
the share of revenues derived from the taxes that must go to public education as a result
of Prop 98 guarantees must be directed to CTE programs that prepare workers,

managers and entrepreneurs within those taxed industries. Some of these revenues could

be used, in part or in full, to sustain structural reforms that reinvigorate CTE.
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